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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

5-Minute Marvel
Stories
Author

Brandon T. Snider,
Andy Schmidt, and
Calliope Glass

Illustrator

Marvel Press Artists

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
188

Year
2019

ISBN

9781368026673

Publisher
Marvel Press

Join mighty heroes on adventures to protect the galaxy from all
kinds of evil. Miles Morales is just an average kid until the day he
is bitten by a spider and becomes a Spider-Man. Gamora travels
with the guardians of the galaxy and learns that friends can be
family. Steve Rogers isn’t physically cut out to be a soldier, but
he is chosen to be the world’s first super soldier. For the first
time, Spider-Man gets to work together with the other avengers.
Hawkeye and Black Widow learn to trust each other, even when
they want to argue. Captain Marvel becomes the most powerful
superhuman in the universe. Iron Man discovers that violence
isn’t always the answer. Black Panther fights to save the people
and animals of his country. Star Lord learns to give new friends
the benefit of the doubt. From Earth to far-away planets, these
heroes are working hard to stand up for what is right.
This book includes quick short stories about Marvel superheroes.
They are concise, exciting, and contain as little violence as
possible. The heroes in the stories focus on capturing villains,
not hurting them. Each story also has a respectable moral. Many
teach about friendship, while others teach about confidence
and other important lessons. All this makes the book suitable
for even young children. The stories are explained well enough
that those who are unfamiliar with Marvel will be able to enjoy
them. Those who already have some knowledge, however, will
enjoy the dialogue even more because of the inside jokes and
appearances by other characters. However, those who know the
heroes may be confused by what appear as discrepancies, since
their personalities are derived from both their movies and their
comic books. Nonetheless, most readers should find the stories
sufficiently enjoyable.
*Contains mild violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

1

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 41 [2020], Iss. 5, Art. 1

Book Review

A Friend for Dragon
Author

Dav Pilkey

Illustrator
Dav Pilkey

Reviewer

Emily Loveless

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary

Pages
64

Year
2019

ISBN

Dragon is feeling lonely, but everyone is too busy, too tired, and
too grouchy to be his friend. That is, until he finds the apple. The
apple is a great friend, a good listener, likes to eat as much as
Dragon, and knows how to share. But the next morning the apple
doesn’t wake up, so Dragon takes him to see the doctor where it
is reduced to a core. Soon Dragon realizes that the apple won’t
get better. He has lost his only friend, and Dragon is very sad.
But he doesn’t stay sad forever. He soon goes outside again, and
finds a whole tree full of apples in his own front yard.
A Friend for Dragon is a simple and quick-moving story that will
be easy for young readers to read and understand. Dragon’s
friendship with the apple teaches simple, poignant lessons
about friendship and seeing the value and worth in others, even
in unusual circumstances. The bright illustrations are engaging
and whimsical to match the main character. They also help to
brighten what turns out to be a rather morbid turn in the story.
After the apple has died, Dragon is described having specific and
strong symptoms of depression, such as crying every day, loss of
appetite, and not leaving his house for a long time. The abrupt
realism of Dragon digging a grave and making a tombstone for
the apple might take some readers by surprise, but could provide
a good starting point to talk about grief and loss with young
children.

9781338341058

Publisher

Scholastic Inc

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Beyond Words—What
Elephants and Whales
Think and Feel
Author

Carl Safina

Reviewer

Leah Christopher

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
144

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250144638

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Carl Safina, an animal conservationist, investigates the
similarities between wild animals and humans by traveling the
world and learning from experts. In Kenya, he learns about the
playfulness, ingenuity, and sensitivity of elephants, finding that
these large animals perform their own mourning rituals. In the
Pacific Northwest, he studies killer whales’ creativity, adaptability,
and thoughtfulness, learning that whales once led a boat to
rescue a missing sailor three miles away. Through his travels,
Safina becomes aware of the dangers to animals’ lands and
lives. For example, the poaching of one elephant dismantles the
leadership of the whole family, and the captivity of one whale
creates echoes of terror and confusion for the parent and child.
This young reader’s adaptation of Safina’s adult work by the same
title reveals the need to protect and understand animals for who
they are. The book’s conversational tone, fast-moving narratives,
and frequent photographs will lure upper-elementary readers
into its fact-packed science. Since the format is not chronological
but a collection of research experiences loosely tied together,
the organization is unclear. However, this structure does allow
the chapters to be isolated and studied more in-depth. Teachers
could use it as part of a study on wildlife conservation, which
has both science and social studies connections. It could be
used when writing essays as both a primary source, since Safina
includes many personal discoveries, and a secondary source,
since Safina describes other researchers’ experiences. Parents
could also discuss its messages with their children, such as how
animals show they care about others and how understanding
another species can inspire them to be a better person.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Class Action
Author

Steven B. Frank

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
252

Year
2018

ISBN

9781328799203

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

Sam is only in sixth grade, but his homework keeps him busy from
morning until night. After months of forgoing fun, including playing
his beloved piano and building a treehouse with his dad, Sam
decides to take a stand. But when he does, he gets suspended.
Sam is defeated until his next-door neighbor, a retired lawyer, tells
him he has the right to a fair trial. With the help of his sister, his
neighbor, and all his friends, Sam sues the board of education
for infringing upon children’s rights. It gets all the publicity they
could hope for, and before long Sam and friends stand before
nine justices, pleading with them to ban homework and save
childhood.
Class Action is both educational and entertaining. The US justice
system is complex, but this book explains it clearly and simply.
Readers will learn a great deal about their rights, constitutional
law, and other legal topics. The characters have distinct
personalities that make the story exciting and fun, and it is easy
to root for Sam and his team. They have solid arguments backing
their claims. They say that homework often has nothing to do
with their learning (e.i. Sudoku puzzles and word searches), it is
so intense and grueling that love for homework diminishes, and
there is no time to learn other things (piano, dance, sports, etc.).
While these arguments might not get as far in real life as they
do in this book, they provide a foundation for an enjoyable and
thought-provoking read that denounces homework while glorifying
learning and inspiring children to stand up for what they believe
in.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Douglas
Author

Randy Cecil

Illustrator
Randy Cecil

Reviewer

Emily Loveless

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
120

Year
2019

ISBN

9780763633974

Publisher
Candlewick

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Iris Espinosa never expected to befriend a mouse at the cinema,
much less to have it fall asleep in her sweater pocket and come
home with her. Such a friendly and daring mouse deserves a
fitting name, and so Douglas was named after Iris’s favorite movie
hero, Douglas Fairbanks. Soon enough, Douglas must live up to
the reputation of her namesake by evading hysterical humans, a
persistent and hungry neighborhood cat, a lonely friendless boy,
and navigating her way across the gulfs of alleyways to find her
way back to the cinema and its delicious popcorn. Things only
get direr when Douglas finds herself in a building surrounded by
a whole pack of cats. But with a new friend to rescue and the
unwitting assistance of a passerby’s broad-brimmed hat, two
mice are finally able to reach their destination and reunite with
Iris.
This book’s unexpected and daring heroine quickly pulls readers
into a fast-paced adventure of small but enthralling proportions.
Cecil manages to convey a wonderful variety of emotions, from
courage to resolution to resourcefulness, so you can’t help but
root for Douglas. The illustrative style is nostalgic with its black
and white color scheme, fitting for the time period and the movies
that Iris so enjoys. Douglas’ harrowing adventure takes the
characteristics of a big-screen star and couches them in a more
relatable context, pitting her own determination and optimism
against the fatalism of her new friend. Readers will be able to
identify with the struggles and desires of the characters in the
book. This is a good pick for young middle-grade readers, both for
content and the engaging nature of the graphic novel format.
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Book Review

Firefly Home
Author

Jane Clarke

Illustrator

Britta Teckentrup

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Florence is a sad little firefly who wants to her find her way home.
Readers can help her get back to her family as they turn each
page looking for the flashes of light. They just might be other
fireflies, but following the lights leads to all kinds of things. Soon,
if we wish hard enough, Florence just might find what she seeks.
This interactive book is good for wiggly readers because they
get the opportunity to participate as they read. Prompted by the
words, they can do things like say “hi,” shout encouragements,
and flap their hands to help Florence fly faster.

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
28

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536205879

Publisher
Nosy Crow

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

If Elephants
Disappeared
Author

Lily Williams

Illustrator
Lilly Williams

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

Elephants are magnificent jungle creatures, but unfortunately
they are at risk of extinction. With more and more elephants
being poached for their ivory, there will be dire consequences if
they all end up dead. If there is no more elephant dung to spread
seeds, the forests’ biodiversity would decline. This would mean
huge trees would take over, blocking sunlight for other plants
and changing the soil. This would also make it difficult for other
animals to survive. If elephants were gone, the world would never
be the same. Each of us must to our part to raise awareness and
save the elephants.
This book is very educational as it describes how elephants
impact the environment. It also summarizes their evolution in
a timeline and offers fun facts. The book ends with a glossary
of terms and several pages of information about why elephants
are at risk and how the reader can help them. There is also
an author’s note explaining how the If . . . Disappeared series
got started and encouraging readers to use their creativity to
change the world. The painted illustrations of elephants and their
environments are gorgeous, and the words read smoothly from
page to page. This book is a lovely way to teach children about
environment conservation and helping endangered species.

ISBN

9781250143204

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Little Juniper Makes
It BIG
Author

Aidan Cassie

Illustrator
Aidan Cassie

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
36

Year
2019

Juniper is a raccoon, and she’s so small that it often causes
problems. She is tired of never being able to see at theaters or
reach the last cookie in the jar. One day, Juniper devises a plan
with lots of different contraptions to help her become taller, but
each fails disastrously. She doesn’t feel small compared to her
tiniest friend at school, so she decides to learn more about how
to become “un-small.” At her friend’s little house, Juniper finally
realizes that maybe being small isn’t such a bad thing at all.
The illustrations are so charming, as Juniper is portrayed with
little soggy ears and a chubby belly. The illustrations tell portions
of the story that the text does not. For example, in one picture
Juniper is trying to open the toilet seat, and in a little picture in
the corner you see a soggy little raccoon stomping away. Even the
inside covers are full of images of fun contraptions that the little
raccoon created. The illustrations also do a great job of depicting
emotions with the placement of the characters’ eyes and ears.
Juniper expresses common childhood emotions. For example,
when her mom says that she’s growing more every day, Juniper is
upset when she hasn’t grown three days later. The overall themes
of the book, including perspective and being happy with who you
are, are great for children who have a hard time waiting to grow
up.

ISBN

9780374310455

Publisher

Farrar, Straus and
Giroux

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Dragonwatch
#3: Master of the
Phantom
Author

Brandon Mull

Illustrator

Brandon Dorman

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
490

Year
2019

ISBN

9781629726045

Publisher

Shadow Mountain

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Unknowingly kidnapped, memory-wiped Seth is taken to Phantom
Island, the gateway of the Under Realm where Ronodin uses his
advantage to develop Seth’s darker powers. Sneaking inside
Blackwell Keep, the pair unleashes the evil undead onto the
residents so Kendra and her companions can escape. In the
Under Realm, Seth searches for answers to his past from the
prisoner Bracken. Bracken desperately explains Seth’s past and
Ronodin’s true nature, but their interview is cut short. Meanwhile,
with Wyrmroost fallen, Kendra hopes to restore the Sunset Pearl,
the Crescent Lagoon’s protective power, as all paths are leading
her to find Seth. But even when she uses the powerful protection
of the Fairy Queen’s crown, she is unsuccessful at saving Seth,
because he is on his own mission to get his memories back.
In Mull’s third installment of his Dragonwatch series, fans will
be taken on a wild ride to tropical islands, evil underworlds,
and enchanted seas. While this is a grand adventure with the
characters intent upon stopping dragons from ruling the world,
there is a deeper side to the story. Mull explores the emotional
wars a volatile Seth is fighting inside himself. With his memories
gone and duped by Ronodin into thinking they are brothers
fighting against Kendra’s tyranny, he has no choice but to believe
Ronodin as they wreak havoc on Wyrmroost. As time goes by,
Seth begins to see Ronodin’s true character through his lies and
he finds he is mentally and emotionally wounded from the verbal
and emotional abuse he has been dealt. Ultimately, he must find
a way to heal from those wounds and atone for the evil choices
he unknowingly made.
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Book Review

Mr. Scruff
Author

Simon James

Illustrator
Simon James

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Minnie belongs to Vinnie, just like every dog belongs to an owner
who looks like them. But there isn’t anyone for Mr. Scruff. That is,
until he discovers Jim, who seems to like Mr. Scruff and decides
to take him. But when Jim finds Mr. Gruff, they realize that Mr.
Gruff and Jim may have found the wrong dogs.
This rhyming book builds a pattern when the dog names rhyme
with the owners, and quickly breaks it when Mr. Scruff doesn’t
rhyme with Jim. The story builds anticipation when possible
rhymes appear between dogs and different owners, but leaves
everything on a cliffhanger. This playful use of rhyme makes
fun of the text itself and plays with the readers’ expectations,
signaling that those expectations may not need to be met. The
greatest anticipation will be in the first reading, since knowing the
end reduces some of the drama. However, the emotions created
the first time will make this book a fun read again.

Pages
28

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536209358

Publisher
Candlewick

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Not If I Save You First
Author

Ally Carter

Reviewer

Katelyn Osborn

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
293

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338134148

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Maddie “Mad Dog” Manchester used to have a pretty easy life.
She lived in the White House and occasionally got into trouble
with her best friend Logan, the President’s son. After a terrible
accident involving some scary Russians and Logan’s mom,
Maddie’s father moves his family into the Alaskan wilderness.
Maddie thought she’d never see Logan again, but six years later
he reappears, and he’s going to live with them until he learns
his lesson. Maddie doesn’t need Logan anymore. She is happy
with her bedazzled hatchet, books, and survival skills. But when
the two are kidnapped, an arduous journey puts her hard-earned
skills and sparkly weapons to the test.
Carter has created a real thriller that will keep readers frantically
turning pages until the conclusion. She challenges the
conventions of this genre by making a teenage girl strong enough
to take on a killer Russian and soft enough to learn to care about
a boy she’d written off for good. Logan is likable enough, but
Maddie is the real star here. Told in chapters alternating to each
perspective, readers get to see the story unfold from both the
characters’ own biased views and the perspective of someone
that cares about them. The book’s genre brings in some violence,
but the language is clean and there is minimal sexual content.
Readers looking for a story that challenges cliques and gender
norms will enjoy this novel.
*Contains moderate violence.
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Book Review

Old Turtle: Questions
of the Heart
Author

Douglas Wood

Illustrator
Greg Ruth

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
56

Year
2017

ISBN

Old Turtle is known for her unmatched wisdom, but no one knows
if she is merely legend or if she can indeed help them find the
answers for which they search. Once they find the one person
who knows the truth about Old Turtle, a trusted few set out on
a journey to locate the enormous creature. She leaves them,
children and adults alike, with knowledge that speaks to their
hearts and is sure to guide them throughout the rest of their days
on earth, allowing them to travel home with renewed peace and
resolution.
Wood’s masterfully written story brings readers an inspiring and
thought-provoking book about life itself. It will deeply touch the
lives of those who read it by providing wonderful insights into
life’s most perplexing questions in a way so simple that children
can understand its truths. In describing the concept of death,
Old Turtle states that it “is but the shadow cast by our living …
in death we simply return to the source of our life.” Her simple
and comforting words are reassuring and may provide needed
guidance for young children dealing with the loss of a loved one.
The subtle illustrations are mesmerizing and add significantly
to the overall tone of the text. In the end, Old Turtle leaves
her readers with a beautiful message that each day is a new
beginning where we all can create our own legacy, a sentiment
from which children worldwide can benefit.

9780439321112

Publisher

Scholastic Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Planet Earth
Author

Templar Publishing

Illustrator
Bomboland

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
30

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536208542

Publisher

Big Picture Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Planet Earth is an educational, interactive book all about our
planet. First, readers learn about the layers of the planet (crust,
mantle, outer core, inner core) and tectonic plates. The forces
that move tectonic plates create volcanoes, mountains, and
trenches. Readers also learn about water and the changes that
it can make on land structures, like making glaciers, rivers, and
caves. Different types of land are discussed, such as deserts
and coasts. The book then takes readers into the sky to discuss
weather and storms. Fun facts and interesting trivia are scattered
all along the way. One interesting fact about volcanoes is that twothirds of them are actually underwater in Earth’s oceans. Another
fact is that the inner core of the Earth is hotter than the surface
of the sun, exceeding 10,800 degrees Fahrenheit.
This is a super hands-on, interactive and interesting book that
young STEM learners will love! The information is accessible
and easy to understand. The content is well organized and flows
logically, starting with Earth’s layers, tectonic forces, and then
how those forces affect land structures. Science lovers will devour
all the fun facts and geographic processes described in the book.
As good as the text is, the illustrations and graphics steal the
show! Each page has a detailed, full-spread illustration of the
respective topic with cutouts and flap downs that will be sure
to pull readers in and encourage them to engage with the text.
Even the front cover has a large circle cut out to reveal a picture
of planet Earth from the following page. The back end paper
includes a glossary of terms used in the text. This book appeals to
children of all ages.
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Book Review

Potion Masters #3:
The Seeking Serum
Author

Frank L. Cole

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
384

Year
2020

ISBN

9781629726069

Publisher

Shadow Mountain

Gordy’s life has drastically changed. His entire family is on the run
from a newly corrupted B.R.E.W. and his grandfather’s henchmen.
It’s an incredibly tense time knowing that Mezzarix has the
Vessel, the beating heart of the potion world. With that kind of
power, Mezzarix could overthrow anything. With no official aid
from B.R.E.W., Wanda and Aunt Priss make an unusual alliance
with the Swigs, a resistance group of underground potion makers,
to help fight against Mezzarix’s growing forces. Wanting to help,
Gordy, Adilene, Max, and Sasha try to brew a seeking serum to
find Mezzarix. After several failed attempts while being continually
attacked by Mezzarix’s followers, the friends finally succeed at
locating him. With only a small window of opportunity and no time
to tell Wanda, the friends secretly travel to Mezzarix’s hideout.
They finally face off with Mezzarix and use the Vessel to trick
him into losing his potion-making ability. With Mezzarix and his
loyalists overthrown, the friends now look to recreating a more
unified government for the potion-making world.
Cole’s final book in his Potion Masters trilogy is a satisfying
conclusion to a wonderfully imagined and expertly crafted
fantasy. What makes this fantasy so complex is the problems the
youth face during a time of great unrest. As the friends live life
as refugees, find allies in unlikely places, and uncover skeletons
in a family’s past, they discover an inner strength to face it all,
including confronting the man behind the war. This confident
strength comes from knowing that their priorities are pure and
right, and by combining their individual gifts they are able to stop
a war and rebuild a promising future. With such richness in Cole’s
writing, readers will definitely be clamoring for more adventures
with Gordy, Adilene, and Max. This is a fun-filled, action-packed
fantasy series, great for ages 12 and up.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Rhythm of the Rain
Author

Grahame Baker-Smith

Illustrator

Grahame Baker-Smith

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Isaac plays by a little pool on the side of the mountain. When he
fills a jar with water it starts to rain, so Isaac pours it back into the
pool and runs inside. But soon he wanders where the water in his
little jar goes. His imagination follows the water as it flows through
the river by his house. It leaves the country and enters the city,
moving through canals and waterways. Eventually, it ends up in
the sky where it can fall all over the world, and maybe end up
back in the pool where Isaac plays.
With only a sentence or two on each page, the focus of this book
is the imaginative illustrations of Isaac’s thoughts following the
water from his jar. The sharp, painted pictures in cool colors
span the pages from top to bottom, and each is so in-depth that
readers will want to study them to find new details. The journey
of this simple little bit of water is sure to inspire imagination in
children and adults alike as they engage with the awe-inspiring
illustrations and attention-grabbing storyline.

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536205756

Publisher

Templar Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Science Comics:
Rockets
Author

Anne Drozd and Jerzy
Drozd

Illustrator

Anne Drozd and Jerzy
Drozd

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
120

Year
2018

ISBN

9781676728264

Publisher

According to Lewis, it all started when the pigeon’s grandpa
was roommates with Archytas. He ate some spicy pythagorean
moussaka, and off into the air he shot as the world’s very first
rocket. According to Sheep, Duck, and Rooster, that is not what
happened. The first rocket was a steam-powered wooden pigeon.
No matter how it started, people have made tremendous progress
in the world of rockets and these friends are here to tell readers
all about it. From Chinese fireworks to landing on the moon, a lot
of scientific study has gone into the process of defying gravity. A
lot of science was involved too, from Newton’s laws of physics,
to Mary Sherman Morgan’s knowledge of chemistry. Thousands
if not millions of people’s work has brought us to where we are
today in space travel.
Hilarious and exciting, this comic book is a great way to learn the
history and science behind rockets. While the information doesn’t
cover every scientific aspect of rockets, it does cover more than
most students already know. Written so children as young as nine
could understand, the bright illustrations flow well from frame
to frame, ensuring that readers are engaged. The characters
are mostly animals that have been used in rocket-related
experiments, and their lively personalities and comedic remarks
add charming humor to this already entertaining read. Dedicated
to the many animals that helped humans in their research,
particularly those used before 1996 when NASA created new
principles for ethical use of animals in experimentation, this
remarkable book stands out from other educational books as one
that will teach a child the greatest amount of information in an
exciting and entertaining way.

First Second

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Starbounders
Author

Adam Jay Epstein and
Andrew Jacobson

Reviewer

Rebecca Lambert

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate

Pages
320

Year
2013

ISBN

9780062120229

Publisher

HarperCollins

Zachary Night comes from a long line of Starbounders, the
protectors and peacekeepers of the galaxy. His parents take him
to a secret base called Indigo 8, where Starbounders are trained
to fight rebel aliens, move in zero gravity, and pilot spaceships.
However, after only a few weeks Zachary’s training is put to the
test. His ship gets hijacked by intergalactic criminals who were
mistakenly transported onto their ship instead of the asteroid
prison. Zachary and his friends escape and call for help. But
when one of their rescuers tries to kill them, they are forced to
travel from planet to planet, trying to discover the true villains.
As they discover a traitor and a plot to destroy Earth, it’s up to
Zachary and his friends to warn the other Starbounders before
it’s too late.
Starbounders is a middle-grade science fiction novel with some
fun plot twists. The alien planets the kids travel to are interesting
and unique. The technology, spacecraft, and weapons used by
the Starbounders are explained well, as they deviate from science
fiction norms. However, the characters were a bit bland. Some
characters have enjoyable personalities, but other character
development seemed either nonexistent or heavy-handed.
The pace of the book was also bit too slow, with most of the
excitement culminating in the last half of the book. Even with
these imperfections, the excellently executed plot twists and
unique science fiction elements make this a fun read for any kid
who loves the genre.
*Contains mild violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Boxcar Children
#1
Author

Gertrude Chandler
Warner

Illustrator
L. Kate Deal

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
154

Year
1977

Four orphans named Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny live in an
abandoned boxcar they found in the woods. Their grandfather
wants to take care of them, but the four are fearful so they make
a nice life for themselves by finding recycled materials and asking
townspeople for items that are going to be thrown out. After
a while one of the townspeople, Dr. Moore, follows Henry and
notices that he is living in the boxcar. Dr. Moore soon realizes
that the flyers hung around town looking for four children are
for Henry and his siblings, so he reunites the children with their
grandfather, who move in together and build a happy life.
Originally written in the 1920s, this classic book will still
be enjoyed by children today. The idea of living in a boxcar
without the rules and watchful eyes of adults creates a sense
of excitement and adventure in young readers. Some modern
readers may need an explanation of ideas that are no longer
common, such as milk in glass containers or paying Henry one
dollar for doing a day’s worth of chores. This series is great for
readers who are new to chapter books, since each chapter is
short in length and there are not many events within each to
follow. While the original cover art may not be enticing to modern
students, finding a reissued version from the publisher can be a
great way to introduce a classic to today’s readers.

ISBN

9780807508527

Publisher

Scholastic, Inc.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

The Day the World
Stopped Turning
Author

Michael Morpurgo

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
284

Year
2019

ISBN

18-year-old Vincent is fascinated by the boat painting in his
bedroom, and decides to travel to the painting’s real location
to see it for himself. When he becomes weak and sick while
traveling alone through southern France, he is taken in by two
strangers, Kezia and Lorenzo, who help him recover. The pair
quickly wins Vincent’s trust. Kezia begins to tell him the story of
their lives, a story that takes place during the German occupation
of France in WWII. Their story of fear, hope, friendship, and
flamingos touches Vincent deeply, and teaches him how different
people can help change the world.
The Day the World Stopped Turning is a heartwarming book that
celebrates differences. Kezia was a gypsy girl and Lorenzo has
mental disabilities, making them both objects of persecution
during their childhoods. Their friendship is tender, bringing a light
to an otherwise dark and tumultuous wartime. Some aspects of
this book are poorly written, including a predictable hasty ending
and a slow-moving plot line. While many of the characters are
endearing, they do not always accurately portray the way people
would have acted during that time. Regardless, this heartwarming
tale is a satisfying read that teaches great lessons about
acceptance and kindness.

9781250107077

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Glassmaker’s
Daughter
Author

Dianne Hofmeyr

Illustrator
Jane Ray

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
30

Year
2017

ISBN

Although she is surrounded by the beauty of Venice and the
shimmer and shine of her father’s glass creations, Daniela is
glum and gloomy. In order to help his daughter’s melancholy
mood, Daniela’s father declares that he will give a glass palace
to the first person that can make her smile. People come from
all around, including a circus performer, mask maker, and lion
tamer. In the end, it is a simple gift from a young glassmaker that
reminds Daniela that she can find happiness within herself.
The watercolor and ink illustrations in this book are beautiful, with
lots of detail and vibrant colors to brighten the pages. Other fun
elements include a reflective holographic detail and gold detailing
that portray glass shards and buildings in the city in a beautiful
way. The title page of this book offers a short informative piece
on glassmakers in Venice in the 1200s. This small section is
not imperative but does add extra depth, because it explains
why the young glassmaker was secretive about his unique gift,
which is an important plot point. In the end, the message of this
book is to find happiness within yourself rather than looking to
outside sources. This is seen throughout the book as people
bring Daniela material things, because it isn’t until she was given
a gift that made her turn her thoughts inward that she found
happiness. The knowledge of her inner beauty and happiness
also makes bells ring and gives the outside world more joy.

9781847806765

Publisher

Frances Lincoln
Children’s Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

The Knight Who Said
“NO!”
Author

Lucy Rowland

Illustrator
Kate Hindley

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Ned the knight lives with his parents in a towering castle and
always does as he is told. Whether being asked to fetch firewood
or pick cabbages, Ned’s answer is always “yes.” He also hurries
inside the castle every night when the scary, red dragon arrives
for his nightly flight around town. One day, Ned wakes up and
feels strange. He doesn’t feel like saying “yes” anymore. In fact,
he feels like saying “no” to every request, including the one to
hide away inside the castle when the dragon flies into town that
night. When Ned comes face to face with the dragon, he realizes
that the dragon isn’t so scary after all - he only wants a friend.
This book is initially appealing, but overall it misses the mark.
The big illustrations are colorful and impressive, and the
rhyme in the text is bouncy and fun, but the message and
storyline fall short. The author tries to teach something about
obedience and disobedience. Unfortunately, these messages
are underdeveloped. When Ned’s personality suddenly becomes
so blatantly non-compliant and disagreeable, the text may
inadvertently teach the wrong message to young readers. Overall,
this book is fun to look at, but it lacks consistency and substance.

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536208139

Publisher
Nosy Crow

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Last Chance Hotel
Author

Nicki Thornton

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
321

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338323627

Publisher

Chicken House

As an underappreciated kitchen boy living and working in a
remote hotel, Seth’s life lacks excitement. That is, until one
day when some special guests arrive and he is told to treat
the eccentric people as VIPs. One of the guests, Dr. Thalamus,
is tragically poisoned, and since Seth made the last thing he
ate he is instantly blamed for killing him. Dr. Thalamus is the
Sorcerer General, the leader of the little-known magical, and
as Seth tries to clear his name he is swept into a world of
wonder and excitement. Through many suspenseful adventures
and mysterious happenings, Seth presses forward in his own
investigation until the true murderer is found.
Successful lighthearted murder mysteries are hard to come by,
but this book is one of them. The seriousness of murder is not
downplayed, but the story is not frightening or morbid in any way.
In fact, it is often rather whimsical, as Seth’s discovery of magic
is a big part of the plot. Seth is a lovable, goodhearted, and
soft-spoken character, making him a relatable hero for children
who may also be more introverted. The storyline is easy to follow,
and each of the characters have distinct personalities. Who
committed the crime is just as much a mystery to the reader as it
is to Seth until the very end of the book. This and the suspenseful
moments in which Seth faces danger make the book hard to put
down. It is sure to be an engaging story for intermediate readers.
*Contains mild violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

The Moon Within
Author

Aida Salazar

Reviewer

Amanda Bishop

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
240

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338283372

Publisher

Arthur A. Levine Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Celi isn’t as excited about her changing body as her mother is.
She is nervous about the changes it will bring in her life, and isn’t
sure if she is ready to become a woman. But this doesn’t stop her
mother from insisting on a Mexica Moon Ceremony to celebrate
her first period. Her mother is deeply involved in holistic healing
and the celebration of the female body as well as incorporating
their history. As Celi dreads her impending initiation, she latches
onto the things in her life that she enjoys the most, particularly
Bamba dancing while her best friend Magda plays the drums. But
Magda is going through their own changes as they decide that
they are more male than female, and begins to identify themself
as Marco. Celi has to learn to navigate changes in friendships and
relationships, her first crush, and her own personal changes, all
while discovering the person she would like to be.
The Moon Within is a beautiful middle-grade story told in verse.
The author, Aida Salazar, writes with deep knowledge about
Mexican culture and uses Nahuatl throughout the book to explore
the identity of the characters. She also infuses traditional Taino
and West African religion and rituals throughout the book to
further develop the main characters’ heritage. It is rare for books
to so mindfully and purposefully discuss puberty, menstruation,
and the female body. This is a welcome text to help young
women explore and celebrate their changing bodies. The author
also skillfully discusses non-binary gender through the lens of
Mexican tradition, the creator-god Omoteotl and a culture that
celebrates the power of people who belong to other genders.
This is a book that recognizes the importance of discussing the
realities that children face as they grow and try to navigate their
way through the world.
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Book Review

The Pout-Pout Fish
Cleans Up the Ocean
Author

Deborah Diesen

Illustrator
Dan Hanna

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Pout-Pout Fish loves the ocean, his beautiful, aquatic home. One
day he discovers a huge pile of trash and debris on the ocean
floor. He enlists the help of his fishy friends to figure out the cause
and find a solution to the problem. After doing some research,
they are surprised and disappointed to find that the cause of the
garbage heap is themselves. All the fishes decide that working
together to clear the junk and setting sanitation goals will help
clean up the ocean and keep it that way.
This book teaches children the importance of conservation
and environmentalism in a fun, engaging way. It shows
environmentally healthy habits such as recycling, reusing, picking
up litter, and generally leaving a smaller trace. The text rhymes
and follows an aesthetically pleasing rhythm. The pictures
accurately depict and support the text. The last page includes
three extra sections titled “Learn More,” “Take Action” and “Grow
the Change,” each suggesting ideas for learning about, helping
with, and teaching others about environmental conservation and
responsibility. These sections encourage readers to think up new
ways to leave a smaller footprint and keep our oceans clean.

Year
2019

ISBN

9780374309343

Publisher

Farrar Straus Giroux

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

The Tragical Tale of
Birdie Bloom
Author

Temre Beltz

Reviewer

Danielle Dallas

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
354

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062835833

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Lovable, kind, ordinary Birdie Bloom is doomed to the gloomiest
of existences in the prison of Ms. Foulweather’s Home for the
Tragical. In Birdie’s world, wicked witches may use evil spells,
fairy godmothers are permitted good magic, and ordinary citizens
may be the beneficiaries of either. But because the best possible
outcomes are reserved for the Triumphants, Tragicals naturally
get the cruelest endings. It’s not that Birdie chose a tragical
existence, but in the land of Wanderly, no one dares, or even
imagines, to leave their assigned role. That is, until a mysterious
wind delivers a cryptic letter to Birdie from a discontent wicked
witch. Encouraged by the magical wind, Birdie writes a return
letter to the singular Agnes Prunella Crunch, setting off a series
of humorous communications and events that teach Birdie that
the power she has over her own storybook ending also positively
affects others.
The twists and turns of the humorous storyline are somewhat
predictable in this fantasy novel, but the writing is charming and
clever as the author uses the personality of the book itself to
narrate. Readers should be sure to read the footnotes, which
provide both entertainment and information. An elevating aspect
of the story are the several themes that lead to the heartwarming
ending. On a deeper level the themes are the impetus for more
profound discussions about the human need for connection,
government control, and whether the influence of a higher power
can lead and inspire human outcomes. Ultimately, the reader
discovers that in a land where roles are assigned and magic
is apportioned, Birdie’s abilities come not through a magical
designation, but through her yearnings for friendship that
embolden her to bravery.
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Book Review

The Unofficial Guide
to Minecraft Mining
and Farming
Author

Heather E. Schwartz

Reviewer

Haley Singleton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

Minecraft’s two main components, mining and farming, are
essential in helping players stay alive. This guide provides
information on these critical tasks. To survive in Minecraft you
need to create better weapons and tools. This is done by mining
for ores like coal, iron, gold, and diamonds. These resources will
protect you from creepers and zombies as you continue to mine
for even more precious resources. In the game, farming is the
most reliable way to provide yourself with a food source. There
are many different plants for you to grow, and they will all help you
stay full so you have energy to mine and fight off skeletons.
This book is well constructed and engaging. It is easy to read,
and with its simple and concrete language it is accessible to
readers from second grade and up. This book will be engaging
for its intended audience by providing lots of information about
Minecraft. The pictures are well placed and aid in understanding
the text, because they directly demonstrate what is being written.
The book is succinct, as each paragraph talks about one topic
and then moves onto the next in a way that will keep readers’
attention. It’s recommended for anyone who loves Minecraft and
wants to know more about mining and farming.

9781541538856

Publisher

Lerner Publications

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

The World of
Minecraft
Author

Heather E. Schwartz

Reviewer

Haley Singleton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

The World of Minecraft allows readers to see exactly how Marcus
Persson created the popular game. Marcus started coding at
age 7 and began working on Minecraft in 2009. When the game
quickly became popular, he started his own gaming company,
Mojang. This book provides a comprehensive look at the
creation of Minecraft and its popularity. Information on popular
merchandise, Minecraft story mode, and other popular Mojang
games are also included.
This is a well-written book that will be interesting to anyone who
loves Minecraft. The book is broken up into 4 chapters, each
talking about a different element of Minecraft history and its
reception in the gaming community. The book is incredibly well
organized and aesthetically pleasing. The pictures are clear and
linked to the text, supporting reading comprehension. The text
is accessible to 3rd graders and up, even with some complex
content vocabulary, such as animator and spin-off. Its use of
images and short, simple paragraphs makes it an engaging
informational text. This book is highly recommended for Minecraft
fans and anyone who wants to learn more about the creation and
reception of a favorite sandbox game.

9781541511989

Publisher

LernerClassroom

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

27

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 41 [2020], Iss. 5, Art. 1

Book Review

Trace
Author

Pat Cummings

Reviewer

Rebecca Lambert

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
307

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062698841

Publisher

Harper Collins

Trace remembers himself, his parents, and their car sinking into
a river and a woman’s hands pulling him through the car window
to safety. However, when first responders arrived on the scene
and fished out the vehicle, they saw that all the windows of the
car were shut. How did Trace survive? Trace thinks it might have
been ghosts who pulled him to safety. He keeps seeing the ghost
of a little boy, lost and crying, in the basement of the New York
City library. As Trace does some research for a school project,
he discovers that a boy may have perished in a fire, and this
boy might be his great, great, great, great uncle. On top of this,
every day and every night, Trace has to relive the horrific events
of his parents’ deaths. In the end, Trace comes to terms with his
parents’ deaths and realizes that the line between the dead and
the living is very thin.
Trace is an interesting read because of its interesting characters,
description of trauma, and exploration of the supernatural. The
supernatural events in the book dance between fantasy and
reality, as if they just might be true. Another interesting element
of this book is its description of trauma. Trace experiences
some pretty severe trauma following his accident; he relives the
accident in his nightmares and during random moments of his
school day. The book culminates to the payoff of Trace finally
opening up to himself, his therapist, and his friends and coming
to terms with his feelings. This book also has some interesting
characters. Trace’s experiences make him an interesting
protagonist. His friends and his aunt are quirky and full of life.
The ghost of the orphaned child manages to be both haunting
and endearing. Overall, Trace is an intriguing read that will keep
the reader thinking long after the book is put down.
*Contains mild language, mild substance abuse, and mild sexual
content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss5/1
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Book Review

Up Verses Down
Author

Calef Brown

Illustrator
Calef Brown

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary, Intermediate

Pages
80

Year
2019

ISBN

9780805099294

Publisher

Up Verses Down is a collection of poems and paintings ranging in
topic from family trees to footie pajamas. The book is divided up
into sections titled “People Are People,” “Food-Stuffs,” “Sleepy
time,” Odd-Ments,” and “Animal Life.” In one short poem entitled
“Borscht,” Brown describes a wanderer in a bog. He likens
the sky to red borscht and then pokes fun at his own poetry in
these lines, saying “The air was like borscht./ This poem is the
worscht./ The rhymes are forscht.” In another poem entitled
“Simile Park,” the voice describes a favorite place that is “as
vast as the sea/ and as precious to me/ as a diamond aglow in
the dark.” Another poem, “GO! DO!” lists many wacky, creative
activities to do on an afternoon like “Knit an ugly sweater/ for
a favorite family pet./ Eat a massive sundae/ that you instantly
regret.” The last poem of the collection is a general celebration of
poems in all their varieties.
Up Verses Down is a clever, comical, and eclectic collection of
poems for children. The wordplay throughout the book, including
in the title, adds interest and amusement. Every poem in the
book has an illustration that perfectly supports and adds to
the comedic (and oftentimes, nonsensical) quality of the text.
Many different ethnicities are represented in these illustrations.
Not every poem has a meaningful message, but many do. For
example, in “My Tree,” Brown teaches that families are never
perfect, but they are always special. In another poem entitled
“Chris and Trudy,” Brown tries to teach readers about friendship,
inclusion, and service. This fantastic collection of verses will
interest children (and adults) of all ages.

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Vernon is on His Way
Author

Philip C. Stead

Illustrator

Philip C. Stead

Reviewer

Lindsey Smith

Rating

Dependable

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Vernon is on His Way tells the three adventure stories of friends
Vernon, Porcupine, and Skunk as they discover the world. In
the first story, the friends plan to go fishing. Although Porcupine
worries about not knowing how to fish, it becomes apparent that
neither Skunk nor Vernon knows either, and they all have a good
time anyway. In the last story, Vernon is missing his friend Bird, so
Porcupine and Skunk determine they will cheer him up.
The interactions in this book carry a warm, lighthearted tone as
the friends enjoy one another’s company and look out for each
other. Although the stories do not have strong plot depth and
lack detailed settings, descriptions, and significant problems
and solutions, the simplicity is charming rather than basic. The
story feels much like the classic Frog and Toad stories with the
delightful talking animals, colored pencil sketches, and brevity, so
this book is sure to attract a similar audience.

Pages
64

Year
2018

ISBN

9781626726550

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press
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